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Our Ethos 
 

 

‘Everyone thrives at Red Row. Come as you are and grow.’ 

Our Vision 

As a school we encourage an inclusive partnership between the children, adults and the home. We 
understand that children need to feel safe and secure before they can be successful. Because of 
this, we strive to make all our children feel this way, so that they can fulfil their potential. 

We work each day with a common purpose to create a sense of belonging and community, not just 
among the children and adults but also the parents and carers. We do this through treating everyone 
with respect and ensuring each one of us is valued. In addition, we aim to foster resilience in 
individuals and inspire the children to widen and develop their aspirations. 

Curriculum planning makes links to our values so they are embedded in how we teach the curriculum. 

 

Our Intent 
For children to make rapid and sustained progress, high levels of engagement are vital for 
children to make the necessary connections and develop knowledge. The Leuven Scale is used 
in EYFS to ensure that all pupils are engaged in purposeful learning that builds on the 
experiences and understanding that they bring with them from home. The principle of needing to 
maintain engagement, is continued into KS1 and KS2 with teachers ensuring that the curriculum 
builds on the pupils' prior knowledge and is relevant to them. 
We want our pupils to develop the interpersonal skills that will allow them to thrive in a variety of 
situations. The Kagan approach to cooperative learning allows children to learn how to work well 
with their peers to find solutions whilst taking individual responsibility for improving their work. 
We make provision for RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) throughout our school curriculum 
and deliver much of our RSE through the 1-Decision programme. 
Our curriculum is knowledge rich, taking our children beyond their own contexts and supporting 
our commitment for all children to have a deep understanding of the world around them. The 
curriculum introduces them; to new concepts, contexts and experiences so that they develop a 
rich cultural capital and become more socially aware, confident and reflective young citizens of 
the world. Knowledge for its own sake is not the goal. We want our pupils to acquire knowledge 
and then have the skills to best apply it for the benefit of themselves and the community around 
them. 
As independent thinkers and learners equipped to question and investigate the world. Through 
our teaching and learning, we aim for all our pupils at Red Row First School to: 

• Value morals, religion and cultures to develop an effective and caring community, with 
pupils who will become positive members of society. 

• Develop good communication skills articulating likes and dislikes, explaining why they 
have these opinions. 

• Develop critical thinking skills and the ability to ask questions to further their 
understanding. 

• Adopt a healthy mindset and lifestyle - know how to stay healthy physically and mentally. 

• Build up a sound knowledge base of the world around us and link their knowledge to 
master different concepts. 

• Leave with stamina for learning and a determination to complete tasks with 
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perseverance and become resilient to mistakes. 

• Leave us prepared and confident to meet the challenges of their next stage in education. 
 

 The ‘Core Skills’ of learning 
We refer to core skills, as the skills in English which enable the children to read and write 
coherently across the curriculum and apply their knowledge of grammar and punctuation 
accurately whenever they are writing. We also expect the children to maintain high standards 
of presentation. 

 
In maths, there are core arithmetic skills (e.g. number bonds) and numeracy skills (e.g. using a 
ruler) which the children use daily and should be used accurately outside of the maths lesson 
and the children should be able to apply these skills in a variety of contexts. 

 
To ensure core skills continue to be at the forefront, children access Doodle Timestables (KS2), 
Doodle (KS1 and KS2) and Lexia (KS1 and 2) computer based programmes that provide 
continuous opportunities to practice and embed the core skills. 

 
Phonics is taught daily using Jolly Phonics in EYFS and KS1 with defined expectations and 
end points throughout academic years. 

 

Reading 
Reading and using quality children’s literature is at the heart of everything we do. All areas of 
study, across all subjects are linked at some point to year group reading curriculums. We are 
keenly aware that when children have ‘learnt to read’, they are then ‘reading to learn’. We use 
whole class reading and English lessons to gain knowledge about a subject so the time in subject 
based lessons can focus on the skills. The children are then able to make rapid gains in 
knowledge through this cross curriculum approach. 

 

Non-negotiables 
To ensure a broad and balanced curriculum the school has subject specific non-negotiables 
across the curriculum, enabling the children to share the high aspirations we have for them in 
everything they do. 

 
 

Memorable Moments 
We aim to provide interesting, varied and exciting visits and classroom visitors to enhance 
areas of learning. Visitors and trips are chosen to enhance the curriculum; provide experiences 
they may not usually have access to and to provide a range of cultural opportunities, often 
beyond their local community and previous life experiences. 

 

Cultural Capital 
According to the school inspection handbook, Ofsted’s definition of Cultural Capital is: 

 
“As part of making the judgement about the quality of education, inspectors will consider the 
extent to which schools are equipping pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to 
succeed in life. Our understanding of ‘knowledge and cultural capital’ is derived from the following 
wording in the national curriculum: ‘It is the essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated 
citizens, introducing them to the best that has been thought and said and helping to engender an 
appreciation of human creativity and achievement.’” 

 
We want all of our children, no matter what their background or experience, to be exposed to the 
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best of the world around them in order to help them reach their potential and make progress in 
life beyond school. There are many experiences, some small such as a bedtime story and others 
which are bigger such as a trip to the zoo which many of us take for granted. Our aim is to 
redress the balance by aiming to provide opportunities and experiences for all. ‘…the 
accumulation of cultural capital – the acquisition of knowledge – is the key to social mobility”. 

 
Some of the ways in which we think about Cultural Capital within in our curriculum are: 

 
- a variety of literature is taught (classic and modern authors) 
- across the years, children will be exposed to carefully chosen artists, designers, sculptors, 

architects and composers 
- learning about significant people of the past and present and their impact on the world 

today 
- we model respect for each other; use varied and appropriate language and strive to be role 

models for the children we teach 
- pupil voice allows children to formulate arguments, make plans and work with others 

and they have opportunities to make decisions for the greater good which will also 
impact on their moral development 

- daily life in school includes greeting each other at the door or when passing in the 
corridor; using cutlery appropriately in the dining room and even opening the door for a 
peer or adult. These life skills are a crucial part of enabling children to be able to adapt to 
the setting and experiences they are exposed to 

- meta-learning (learning to learn), developing a growth mindset, self-esteem, keeping safe 
and spiritual development are all areas which we think play a part in children’s ability to be 
prepared for the future and experience the best of what the world has to offer. 

 

Curriculum Progression 
Knowledge, concepts and skills across subjects is progressive (builds on previous learning and 
takes account of prior knowledge) and all teachers know what has been taught before and what 
comes next. Our aim is for the curriculum to be cohesive so children are constantly building on 
previous learning and provided with a curriculum where connections can be made across areas of 
study and different subjects. 

 
We want children to be literate in a subject and become experts. Therefore, we emphasise 
‘areas of study’ rather than topics to develop subject specific skills, concepts and language 

 

Curriculum Development & Planning 
Leaders have develop a curriculum overview for each key stage, that structures each area of study 
will be taught. The subject leader has based these decisions on progression of knowledge; and to 
enable tangible and experiential links to be made between areas of study and subjects. 

 

Parental Involvement 
Helping our pupils meet their full potential is a partnership between home and school. From nursery 
through to Y4 we use Class Dojo to communicate, share experiences, involve in learning and 
celebrate success. In EYFS we also use Tapestry to give parents a more detailed insight into their 
child’s development. This also gives parents the opportunity to show us children’s achievements 
outside the curriculum, so that we have a more rounded understanding of each child. 

  



4  

Implementation 

Aims/Expectations 
• Learning is carefully planned so our school pedagogy is apparent and considered to allow the children to 

make gains in knowledge and make connections between different areas of learning. Using the children’s 

prior knowledge as the start when embarking on a new topic. 

• Areas of study are progressive in skills and knowledge across the school. 

• Areas of study use the local environment, community and places of interest as much as possible. 

• Areas of study are taught in the order and at the time which has been specified on the overall plan. 

• Enquiry based approaches are used to deepen children’s knowledge and create high levels of interest. 

• Subject progression documents will be the basis for planning as will the specific skills which have 

been identified for each year group to secure learning expectations for agreed end points. 

• Identification of key concepts that pupils must understand and being able to articulate to others to 

ensure they are embedded in the long-term memory. 

• Formative assessment at the heart of planning to fill in gaps and correct misconceptions. 

• Subject non-negotiables will ensure all subjects have clear expectations for teachers and children, 

therefore are valued within our curriculum structure. 

• Summative judgements are made at the end of the first 4 half terms. This allows teachers and 

leaders to check that pupils are on track, identify gaps in knowledge for a class, group or individual 

and plan interventions to rectify these. Final year assessments are made at the end of June. July is 

used to address gaps of key concepts in readiness for the next year. 

• The curriculum journey will be fully inclusive reflecting the needs of the individual and cohort. 

• Quality children’s literature is at the heart of the majority of areas of study 

• A variety of experiences are provided for the children which are best suited to help the children 
remember and recall their learning 

• Curriculum information and pupil achievements are shared regularly with parents through meetings and on- 

line. 

Impact 
 

Monitoring and evaluation is a continuous process and is carried out by class teachers, 
curriculum leaders, senior leaders and external moderators. Monitoring takes place in a variety 
of ways – observations, learning walks, conversations with pupils and teachers, collaborative 
planning, work scrutiny 

 
Classroom learning & Subject Monitoring – ‘drop ins’, team teaching, observations, learning 
walks, pupil scrutiny & external moderation. During these monitoring visits the following areas will be 
reviewed to evaluate the teaching and learning experience of the children: 

 
• Assessment 

• Core Skills 

• Attitude to Learning 

• Progress 

• Pupil voice 

• Well-being / learning environment 


