
Welcome to our Reading Morning! 

Thursday 9th March 2023 



One of the most important gifts we can give our children is to 
help them learn to read and write so that they can succeed in 
school and beyond. 

Learning to read is complex. Children don't learn one reading-
related skill and then move on to the next in a step-by-step 
process. Instead, they are learning to do many things at the same 
time: decoding, reading with comfortable fluency, absorbing new 
vocabulary, understanding what the text says, and discovering 
that reading builds knowledge about the world.

We hope this morning will give you a better understanding of 
what it takes to learn to read (and write) and how you can help 
your children grow as readers, writers, and learners!



What does it take to become a strong reader?

1. Print awareness is the 
understanding that print carries 
meaning and that in English it reads 
from left to right. It also means learning 
that books contain letters and words, 
have front and back covers, and are 
handled in a certain way.



What does it take to become a strong reader?

2. Phonological and phonemic 
awareness is the ability to hear, 
identify, and play with the sounds in 
spoken language — including rhymes, 
syllables, and the smallest units of 
sound (phonemes).



What does it take to become a strong reader?

3. Phonics — the idea that letters 
represent the sounds of spoken 
language and that there is a 
relationship between letters and 
sounds. 



What does it take to become a strong reader?

4. Fluency is a child's ability to read a 
book or other text with accuracy, at a 
reasonable rate, and with appropriate 
expression. 



What does it take to become a strong reader?

5. Vocabulary - knowing what each 
word means. Word learning is an 
ongoing process — we are always 
adding to our "word bank." The goal is 
to recognise and understand the 
meaning of spoken and written words.



What does it take to become a strong reader?

6. Comprehension is the goal of 
reading! It is the thinking process 
readers use to understand what they 
read. Strong vocabulary, background 
knowledge, and an understanding of 
how language works are keys to 
comprehension.



The process of reading at Red Row – Nursery
How we teach reading step by step in each year group 

Phase 1:

Environmental sounds.

Instrumental sounds.

Body percussion (e.g. clapping and 
stamping)

Rhythm and rhyme.

Alliteration.

Voice sounds.

Oral blending and segmenting (e.g. 
hearing that d-o-g makes 'dog')



RECEPTION – Jolly Phonics

What is Jolly Phonics? 

Jolly Phonics is a fun and child 
centred approach to teaching 
literacy through synthetic 
phonics. With actions for each 
of the 42 letter sounds, the 
multi-sensory method is very 
motivating for children. The 
letter sounds are split into 
seven groups, as shown in the 
Letter Sound Order chart.



RECEPTION – Jolly Phonics

SOUND BUTTONS 

Sound buttons are little spots or 
circles that can be placed or written 
below sounds in words to help 
children with reading skills. Each 
sound button represents an individual 
sound and helps the children to use 
their phonics blending and 
segmenting skills by identifying the 
individual phonemes or sounds within 
a word.   



RECEPTION – Jolly Phonics

BLENDING/ SEGMENTING Blending is the process of combining sounds 
together to create a word. For example, the word 
cat is made up of three sounds /c/-/a/-/t/ together 
these sounds produce the spoken word cat. 

Segmenting is the process of breaking a word 
down into its individual sounds. For example the 
word cat is made up of three sounds /c/-/a/-/t/



RECEPTION – Jolly Phonics

TRICKY WORDS

Tricky words are words that early 
readers will struggle with. They 
don't follow ordinary phonic rules. 
Many tricky words are ones that we 
use often, so it's important to teach 
kids how to spell and pronounce 
them.



Reception/Year 1 –
ALTERNATIVE SPELLINGS

The Alternative Spelling Poster 
shows the different spellings of nine 
of the vowels with sample words 
and illustrations. 

For ai, for example, it also shows 
ay as in day, and a-e as in snake. 

snail

day

snake



EXPECTATIONS

Please help yourself to have a 
flick through the different colour
coded books so you have an 
idea of what to expect 



EXPECTATIONS –
NURSERY



EXPECTATIONS –
RECEPTION



EXPECTATIONS –
YEAR 1 



EXPECTATIONS –
YEAR 2 



EXPECTATIONS –
YEAR 3 



EXPECTATIONS –
YEAR 4 



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

1. Concentrate on reading 
quality (it isn’t all about reading 
lots!)

• Don’t worry too much about the ‘what’ and ‘how’ 
of reading each day. Books are great—but 
leaflets, comics, recipes and instructions on a 
webpage can all be great too. Following a recipe 
to make some cupcakes is valuable reading. Be 
on the lookout for reading, wherever it is!



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

2. Ask your child lots of 
questions

All reading matters. Shared reading is about 
‘reading with’, not just ‘reading to’ (even for older 
children). So, ask lots of ‘Wh’ questions, such as 
Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when 
talking about books: for example, ‘Who do you 
think Harry is talking to?’



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

3. Ask your child to 
make predictions about 
what they have read

If it is a book, look at the front cover—or the last 
chapter—and talk about what might happen next. 
Look for clues in the book and be a reading 
detective! For example, ‘can you see the bear on 
the front cover? Where do you think he will go?’ 



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

4. Ask your child to 
summarise what they 
have read.

When you’ve finished reading, talk about what 
happened. Acting out the things that happened in 
the story or describing the big idea of a chapter is 
really fun! For example, ‘can you remember all the 
things that happened on the bear hunt?’



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

5. Ask your child to 
write about what they 
have read

Write, or draw pictures, from anything you’ve read! 
Big writing and pictures are even more fun. For 
example, use an old roll of wallpaper to make a 
treasure map with clues from the stories you’ve 
read together.



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

6. Read and discuss 
reading with friends or 
family

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your 
child to share them with a relative or friend, over a 
video call. Laugh about them when you are making 
meals together. For example, ‘I hope the tiger 
doesn’t come to tea today!’



7 USEFUL STRATEGIES TO TRY AT HOME 

7. Maintain the 
motivation to read Talk about the joy of reading whenever you can. 

Your child is on an amazing journey to becoming a 
reader. Put them in the driving seat and have fun 
on the way! For example, ‘choose your favourite
story for bedtime tonight.’


